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NEW WEST GERMAN CRUDE-OIL AND RATURAL-GAS EXPLORATION

[ﬂumbers in parentbeses refer to appended sources _7

Seisnic Mesasurements on the German Coagtal Shelf

The "Prakila’ Gesellschaft fuer praktische Lagerstaettenforschung
("Brakla” Practical Deposit Exploration Compauy) of Hanover was the first
Europesn group to undertnke seismic soundings of the continental shelf in
September 1951. At that time, the measurements vere carried out in the
Ausaeneider in thz North Sea /off Schleswig-Holstein,/ Good reflections
obtained in the location of the Wintershall AG Oldemswort concession per-
mitted plotting the .ontinuation &t sea of the known Mildstedt-Oldenmswort
o1l structure. The apparatus used was 'aproved and used for seismic sound-
ipgs in Eckernfoerde Bay between 3 and 10 September 1952. The object was to
establish the continuation af the oil structure of Waabs-Schwedeneck in the
reglon of the Wimtershall.Dentsche Erdoel concession of the same name.

The more recent oildisgoveries in Schleswig-Holstein have made seiewic
soundings a8t sea particulary important.(l)

Hew 01l Discovery in Schleswig.Holstein

The Ploen 2 exploration drilling, about 15 kilometers west of Ploen,
gtruck oil at a depth of 1,975 meters. The drilling is located on the east
flank of the Krempe Lacgerdorf-Bramstedt-Warnau oil structure, end has a
similar structural position .to the Boostedt 1 drilling, 42 kilometers away,
where oil was struck in My 1952. The oil 1s & light oil, rich in gas con-
tent, vith a specific gravity of 0.86.

After the discovery of oil at Hohenwoehrden in Jaruary 1952 end at
Booatedt in May 1942, this is the third oil depoait to be found in Schleswig-
Holstein in 1952.(1)
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The Aldorf 1 drilling (formerly Dueste 7), & kilometers north of .
Barnstorf in the Ridderade concession of the Wintershall AG, struck oil in
sandstone horizons located at depths of 1,10k to 1,108 and ’1,113 to 1,117
wmeters. While the well daid not have enough pressure to be eruptive, & pump
which was put in operation on 12 November 1952 produced initisl quantities
of 13 to 1k cubic meters per day. The oil has & specific gravity of about
0,86 - 0.87 at 15 degrees centigrade, contains 17 psrcent gescline by
volume, &nd £ percent paraffin. The pressure conditions are now being in-
vestigated. It should be pointed out that the upper sandstone horizon
which also contains oil has not been tapped for production uatil now.

011 Discovery in Lower Saxony

Further drillings in the region are to be conducted, but date on ofl |
reserves available would still te prematura Tt f{e hopsd, houwcvar, that
Aldox? 2 JIil1 close the gap pgtyeen the Emsland and the Hapover fields.(i)

Fatursl Gas at Pfungstadt /Near Darmstadt/

The Pfungstadt 2 exploratior drilling ¢. the Deutsche Erdoel AG is
delivering gas from & depth of 900 to 994 meters., While tests at the
Pfuggstadt 1 drilling yielded only sligbt amounts of gas, the tests at
Pfungstadt 2 give indications that the strata between 700 and 900 meters
contein grester quantities of gas. So fer, presgures up to 75 atmospheres
have been measured.(l)

Total Production of New 0il Fields

The six 0il fields which were opened in 1952, Boostedt, Ploen, Lehrte,
Yorhop, Aldorf, and Stockstad, contributed only about 10,000 tonas of crude
oil to the 400,000-ton increase in West German oil production during 1952,
when production reached 1,75 million tons. However, the oil wells of Hchuoe,
and Hemmelte-West, discovered im 1951, increased their production by 100,000
tone duriug 1952, yielding 118,000 tons.(2)
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2. Duesseldorf, Verkehrs-Wissenschaft, Vol V, No 1, Jan 1953
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